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A MESSAGE FROM FILIPPO GRANDI,
HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES

| am pleased to share Refugee Education 2030: A Strategy for Refugee Inclusion. Refugee Education 2030 was
developed after a two-year consultative and collaborative process with stakeholders across UNHCR and partners,
including other UN agencies, international organisations, multilateral organizations, governments, education
networks, the private sector and refugee communities.

This update of UNHCR'’s 2012-2016 Refugee Education Strategy aims to ensure that refugees are increasingly
accounted for in education sector planning goals and action plans; that refugee and host community students are
prepared equitably to succeed in national systems wherever they live; and that the particular learning needs of
refugee and host community students are addressed by expanding existing programmes and partner investments
in support of innovative local solutions. The strategy aims to translate the arrangements set out in the Global
Compact on Refugees into action, applying the principles of solidarity and responsibility-sharing and drawing on
cooperation between humanitarian and development education partners. In this way, refugee children and youth,
and the host communities that welcome them, can experience increased access to quality learning opportunities
from pre-school through to tertiary education.

Refugee Education 2030 sets out a vision for the inclusion of refugee children and youth in equitable quality
education that contributes to resilience and prepares them for participation in cohesive societies. It aims to
foster the conditions, partnerships, collaboration and approaches that lead to all refugee, asylum seeker, returnee
and stateless children and youth and their hosting communities, including the internally displaced in those
communities, to access education that enables them to learn, thrive and develop their potential.

The strategy sets out ways of achieving progress through partnership, collaborative learning, capacity
development, innovation, evidence and growth, and is intended to provide inspiration and guidance for a wide
spectrum of stakeholders both within and outside of UNHCR.

UNHCR has been grateful for the opportunities for discussion and debate that the writing of this strategy has
made possible. We have been encouraged by the ambition of humanitarian and development partners to include
refugee children and youth in the vision of the 2030 Global Agenda for Education. We strive with all partners,
including refugees themselves, to make meaningful contributions to education for the benefit of all children and
youth where refugees live, learn and play.

Sincerely,
Filippo Grandi, High Commissioner for Refugees
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© United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, September 2019
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Refugee Education 2030: A Strategy for Refugee

EXE c U T IVE Inclusion aims to contribute directly to the following
goals of the Global Compact on Refugees?:
s U M MARY © Ease the pressures on host countries
o

© Enhance refugee self-reliance

© Support conditions in countries of origin for return
in safety and dignity

F

The strategy arises from lessons learned about
parallel education provision for refugees reflected in
the 2011 Review of refugee education, and from the
experience of shifting to national education service
provision across a wide range of distinct contexts

as aresult of the guidance provided in the 2012-
2016 UNHCR Refugee Education Strategy. It is also
informed by partner and UNHCR collaboration and
innovations, new or amplified partnerships with
ministries of education and planning, refugee youth,
civil society, development and humanitarian donors
and the private sector, greater UNHCR internal
capacity and significant international commitments
related to the Global Compact on Refugees.

As the lead for refugee protection,? UNHCR maintains
its commitment to and support for refugees and
host governments until solutions for all refugees are
identified. UNHCR has nearly 70 years of experience
developing legal frameworks, policy, guidance and
programming informed by monitoring and evaluation
results, annual participatory assessments and
research about and with refugee communities. It
works daily and directly with refugees, governments
and partners at field, country, regional and global
levels. It therefore assumes a global leadership
role to ensure that decisions and actions related to
education for refugees in emergency and protracted
situations are considered through the lenses of legal
frameworks, historical experience and emerging
displacement trends. UNHCR aims to draw attention
to education needs in hosting communities, create

. p conditions for partnership and action that result
e s e L S bt in strengthened education systems that benefit
: =. R B e all learners, leverage the comparable strengths of
e S ' 2 - B various partners in mixed situations for improved

- ' a5 - - " coherence across population groups and make

- I o ih, meaningful and collaborative contributions to the
— goals of the 2030 Global Agenda for Education (2030

- . Agenda).



https://www.unhcr.org/5b3295167.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjSrqnkrN_jAhWrnuAKHf79A1cQFjAAegQIBBAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.unhcr.org%2Fresearch%2Fevalreports%2F4fe317589%2Frefugee-education-global-review-sarah-dryden-peterson-november-2011.html&usg=AOvVaw14UmIy7NIAbanLrJXkbnjp
https://www.refworld.org/docid/4f4cd9812.html
https://www.refworld.org/docid/4f4cd9812.html
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The global displacement situation is evolving

rapidly and has attracted so many new partners
whose valuable contributions deserve to be shared,
adapted, amplified or scaled. In consequence, this
iteration of the Refugee Education 2030 strategy has
been conceived as a living document. Before the

end of 2019, it will be housed on an online platform
which will provide access to an evolving repository

of promising practices, case studies, guidance, and
other support linked to its strategic objectives and
approaches. Governments, partners and UNHCR staff
embarking on changes or grappling with persistent
barriers will be able to see how others are practically
shifting the ways and means of education response
for people of concern and their host communities, and
what new questions and issues arise as they approach
the 2030 goal of equitable, quality education for all.
The platform will also serve as a longitudinal archive
of experience for analysis, review and evaluation and
contribute to reporting for the quadrennial Global
Refugee Forums. Regular updates related to school
participation data, as well as achievements and
challenges related to education issues, will be collated
for the annual UNHCR Education Report.

6 REFUGEE EDUCATION 2030

Refugee Education 2030’s vision: Inclusion in
equitable quality education in national systems
contributes to resilience, prepares children and youth
for participation in cohesive societies and is the best
policy option for refugees, displaced and stateless
children and youth and their hosting communities.

Mission: In line with the 2018 Global Compact on
Refugees and the 2030 Agenda, this strategy aims
to foster the conditions, partnerships, collaboration
and approaches that lead to all refugee, asylum
seeker, returnee and stateless children and youth and
their hosting communities, including the internally
displaced in those communities, to access inclusive
and equitable quality education that enables them
to learn, thrive and develop their potential, build
individual and collective resilience and contribute to
peaceful coexistence and civil society.

Targets: Pre-primary, primary and secondary
education enrolment targets for 2030 will be
measured at country level against the official net
enrolment reported for host communities.® These
will be disaggregated by gender to ensure visibility



of girls and young women, and increasingly as data
commitments* made by global consortia bear fruit,
children and youth with disabilities. This approach
will allow partners and UNHCR to track meaningful
trends in specific contexts for populations whose
numbers have been shifting dramatically in recent
years.

The tertiary education target for 2030 is to enrol
15% of college-eligible refugees in tertiary, technical
and vocational education and training (TVET) or
connected education programmes in host and

third countries, and to achieve equitable gender
representation across tertiary enrolments.

Rationale: Sustainable Development Goal 4 (SDG4)
aims for free and quality pre-primary, primary,
secondary, literacy and skills-focused education
leading to relevant and effective learning outcomes. It
also underscores the importance of equitable access
for all children and youth.

In 2018 at least 35% of refugee children were not
attending primary school programmes and at least
75% of adolescents were not attending secondary
school. Innovations and partner action in response to
the Syria crisis improved access to tertiary education
by over 100% between 2011-2017 but in 2018 only
3% of refugees were enrolled in tertiary education
globally compared to 37% of non-refugee students.

Because of the current tendency towards protracted
situations, and because the majority of refugees live
in developing or least developed countries globally,
Refugee Education 2030 proposes coherent action
across humanitarian and development responses
that supports inclusion of all students in host country
education systems, regardless of legal status,

gender or disability. It calls on UNHCR and sister
agency staff, governments, inter-governmental and
regional organisations, donors, bi- and multi-lateral
organisations, INGOs, the private sector, individual
philanthropists, national civil society organisations
(CSOs) and academics to work collectively according
to their strengths and mandates. The collective

aim is to assist host governments to fulfill their
commitments to refugee protection and create the
conditions for inclusion of refugees and other persons
of concern in quality education programmes through
national school systems.

A Strategy for Refugee Inclusion

Scope and alignment: This strategy appliesin all
contexts in which UNHCR works. It reflects an
understanding that the right to education is an
enabling right for children and youth of all ages and
abilities and provides a foundation for protection

in current and future situations. It also reflects the
distinct legal status and rights of refugees, asylum
seekers and stateless persons under international
laws that guide UNHCR'’s responses and actions.
These include the 1951 Convention Relating to

the Status of Refugees and the 1954 Convention
relating to the Status of Stateless Persons.® The
strategy aligns with core global policy frameworks®
for education development, including the Convention
on the Rights of the Child” and SDG4, which calls for
collective action to ensure “inclusive and equitable
quality education and promote lifelong learning
opportunities for all.”®

Strategic Objectives and Approaches: Inclusion

in national systems for those who have not had
access to education is a process. Steps toward
education systems inclusive of persons of concern
need to reflect both system preparation and student
preparation. The three strategic objectives of Refugee
Education 2030 are:

1. Promote equitable and sustainable inclusion in
national education systems for refugees, asylum
seekers, returnees, stateless and internally
displaced persons;

2. Foster safe, enabling environments that support
learning for all students, regardless of legal status,
gender or disability;

3. Enable learners to use their education toward
sustainable futures.

The objectives, as well as ways of achieving them
through the strategic approaches of partnership,
collaborative learning, capacity development,
innovation, evidence and growth are described fully
in the body of this strategy. They are intended to
provide both inspiration and guidance for a wide
spectrum of stakeholders.


https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg4
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A Strategy for
Refugee Inclusion

VISION

Inclusion? in equitable quality education in national
systems contributes to resilience, prepares children
and youth for participation in cohesive societies, and
is the best option for refugees, displaced and stateless
children and youth and their hosting communities.

MISSION

In line with the 2018 Global Compact on Refugees
and the 2030 Agenda, this strategy aims to foster
the conditions, partnerships, collaboration and
approaches that lead to all refugee, asylum seeker,
returnee and stateless children and youth and
their hosting communities, including the internally
displaced in those communities, to access inclusive
and equitable quality education that enables them
to learn, thrive and develop their potential, build
individual and collective resilience, and contribute to
peaceful coexistence and civil society.

RATIONALE

From the publication of its Policy on Alternatives

to Camps (2014), to the United Nations General
Assembly adoption of the New York Declaration

and Comprehensive Refugee Response Framework
(2016), and the Global Compact on Refugees (2018),
UNHCR has progressively oriented its institutional
approaches, strategic directions, frameworks and
partnerships to serve a refugee reality that does

not always conform to what people imagine refugee
reality to be. In the global imagination, most refugees
are displaced temporarily, receive concentrated
lifesaving support in camps and then return home to
resume their briefly interrupted lives.



https://www.unhcr.org/protection/statelessness/5422b8f09/unhcr-policy-alternatives-camps.html
https://www.unhcr.org/protection/statelessness/5422b8f09/unhcr-policy-alternatives-camps.html
https://www.unhcr.org/57e39d987
https://www.unhcr.org/57e39d987
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In such a scenario, it is easy to imagine temporary
education as well, one that mimics the education

at home, even if it is not certified by authorities in
the home country, because surely the displacement
situation will be resolved next week or next month
or next year. In any case: soon. The newly displaced
frequently believe this as well. Assumptions that
short term humanitarian support and approaches
were sufficient shaped earlier approaches to
refugee education. These were often based on use
of country of origin curriculum, administered in
parallel to national education systems that were
neither supervised nor certified by country of asylum
education authorities, and had no vision of students

as eventual contributors to family or local economies.

These assumptions have given way to a new
understanding that short term approaches to
refugee education are insufficient and inappropriate
to displacement realities, which require medium-

to longer-term development perspectives'® and
opportunities for knowledge and skills acquisition
that lead to economic inclusion well beyond the
margins of informal economies.

REFUGEE EDUCATION 2030

At the end of 2018, 15.9 million refugees were
living in protracted situations.!! This represented
78% of all refugees, compared with 66% in 2017.
Of this number, 5.8 million were in a situation
lasting 20 years or more. In addition, there were
10.1 million refugees in protracted situations of
less than 20 years, more than half represented by
the displacement situation of Syrians in Egypt, Iraq,
Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey.

Trends in geographic crisis patterns and protracted
displacement have led to a situation in which
developing regions shoulder a disproportionately
large responsibility for hosting refugees. In 2018,
Least Developed Countries, including Bangladesh,
Chad, Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC),
Ethiopia, Rwanda, South Sudan, Sudan, Tanzania,
Uganda, and Yemen hosted 6.7 million refugees, 33%
of the global total. Nine of the top ten refugee-hosting
countries were in developing regions and 84% of
refugees lived in these countries.!?



In such areality, humanitarian response and
approaches alone, including for education, are not
sufficient to support governments in development
contexts to fulfill their responsibilities to protect
refugees. Because of this, UNHCR seeks to encourage
and support hybrid humanitarian and development
approaches that:

e anticipate protraction,
¢ leverage agile humanitarian action and funding,

e harmonize with the long-term vision and financing
of development planning, and

e resultin amplified, sustainable, systemic support to
host countries that benefit displaced and stateless
children and youth and the often-underserved host
communities that welcome them.

Creating synergies between humanitarian and
development responses is an essential element of the
Global Compact on Refugees.

Creating parallel education systems for the
displaced no longer makes sense. Inclusion can
create conditions conducive to conflict mitigation
and prevention, without implying pull factors. This is
fundamental to the “inclusive societies” commitment
expressed in Sustainable Development Goal 16, and
to achieving the Comprehensive Refugee Response
Framework goal of countering “racism, racial
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance
against refugees and migrants.”

The foundation for Refugee Education 2030 is the
Global Compact on Refugees, and all that preceded
it, including the UNHCR Education Strategy 2012-
2016. It reflects UNHCR'’s catalytic role as convener,
mobilizer, liaison and partnership builder in and
across the borderland where humanitarian and
development education actions can converge more
meaningfully. It also affirms UNHCR’s leadership
role regarding decisions related to education where
governments do not yet practically support education
for all persons of concern. Refugee and partner
advocacy, lessons, evidence, partnerships and state
building developments across a wide array of hosting
contexts during and since the rollout of the 2012-

2016 Education Strategy inform each of its objectives.

Finally, it acknowledges the need to engage in
effective collaboration with other partners in mixed
response settings where the education of internally
displaced persons (IDPs) must also be addressed.

A Strategy for Refugee Inclusion

As of 2019, Uganda hosts the largest number of
refugees in Africa. Its 2018 Education Response
Plan for Refugees and Host Communities in
Uganda (ERP) represents a step forward for
refugee education globally. It provides an
example for engagement of both development
and humanitarian education expertise and
assistance in a context where significant numbers
of out-of-school refugee children are hosted in
communities striving for improved education
service delivery.

The ERP was developed within the
Comprehensive Refugee Response
Framework (CRRF) by the Uganda Ministry
of Education and Sports, with support from
international donors, UN agencies and
development organisations. The Office of
the Prime Minister and the Ministry of Local
Government, with UNHCR playing a catalytic
role, coordinates implementation of the ERP
Framework.

The ERP was developed to align closely with
Uganda’s Education Sector Strategic Plan (ESSP)
for 2017-2020. It aims to improve access to and
quality of learning across all forms of education
in Uganda’s 12 refugee-hosting districts, through
activities including:

e Constructing new classrooms and repairing
existing ones;

e Providing essential materials such as
textbooks, desks and stationery;

e Addressing teacher gaps and capacity to
deliver quality education to refugees and host
community learners;

e Strengthening the national and district level
education system for effective and sustainable
service delivery;

e Getting older youth who had dropped out
of school back into education, through
Accelerated Education Programmes and
vocational training; and

e Piloting innovations in education.

11


http://planipolis.iiep.unesco.org/sites/planipolis/files/ressources/uganda_education-response-plan-for-refugees-and-host-communities-in-uganda.pdf
http://planipolis.iiep.unesco.org/sites/planipolis/files/ressources/uganda_education-response-plan-for-refugees-and-host-communities-in-uganda.pdf
http://planipolis.iiep.unesco.org/sites/planipolis/files/ressources/uganda_education-response-plan-for-refugees-and-host-communities-in-uganda.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/comprehensive-refugee-response-framework-crrf.html
https://www.unhcr.org/comprehensive-refugee-response-framework-crrf.html
https://www.unhcr.org/5b3295167.pdf

STATELESSNESS
INFORMATION

Considerable gains have been achieved since the
launch of the End of Statelessness Campaign. Still,
in 2018, 70% of stateless persons belonged to
minority groups, so UNHCR continues to monitor
progress closely. In countries where there is no
ongoing process for stateless persons to acquire
citizenship or during this lengthy process, UNHCR
advocates for inclusion of stateless children and
youth in national education systems as it does

for refugees, asylum seekers and returnees. This
includes the right to transition between education
levels such as primary to secondary and to
participate in other education tracks from non-
formal to vocational.

THAILAND

Thailand has an “Education for All” policy which
includes stateless persons. Stateless children
have access to primary and secondary education
in Thailand’s public schools. This very positive
policy environment doesn’t always mean that
adolescents can finish their studies. Refugee
family economies are sometimes too constrained
to absorb costs related to education participation.
When it comes to higher education, most families
do not have the financial resources to pay for
this. Stateless persons are not yet eligible for
government loans to pursue higher education.

MIXED AND IDP SITUATIONS

UNHCR will continue to advocate for access to
inclusive and equitable quality education for all
refugee, asylum seeker, returnee and stateless
children and youth and their hosting communities,
including the internally displaced in those
communities. In mixed situations involving both
refugees and internally displaced persons, where
the Education Cluster has not been activated

and there is no adequate national capacity,
UNHCR will, upon request of the Ministry of
Education, catalyze partners and support the
government to respond to the education needs of
internally displaced populations.

REFUGEE EDUCATION 2030

Finally, this strategy builds upon the momentum

of initiatives spearheaded by regional experts and
stakeholders. Among many such regional initiatives,
notable influences are: Agenda 2063: The Africa We
Want; the Continental Education Strategy for Africa
2016-2025 (CESA 16-25) the Pan African High Level
Conference on Education and its Nairobi Declaration
and Call for Action on Education; The Abidjan
Principles; Declaracion de Buenos Aires; The Djibouti
Declaration; the Dubai Roadmap for Education 2030
in the Arab Region (2017-2018) and the Strasbourg
Declaration. Additionally, the 2018 UNESCO Brussels
Declaration resulted in a commitment to include
migrants, displaced persons and refugees in education
and training systems and to facilitate the recognition
of their qualifications, skills and competencies.

TARGETS

Education data analyzed in 2019 indicate that overall
enrolment rates have remained largely stable since
UNHCR synthesized education data, in 2016, for

its first annual global report on education: 63% and
24% net enrolment at primary and secondary level
respectively, and 3% enrolment at tertiary level.
Steady increases in the global refugee and asylum
seeker populations conceal achievements in absolute
terms.®

While this shows significant progress in enrolment
rates, the goal for 2030 is to close the enrolment
gap between displaced children and the rest of the
population. Indeed, to achieve the goal of ensuring
inclusive and equitable quality education, greater
inclusion of displaced populations and the host
communities that welcome them is necessary.

PRE-PRIMARY, PRIMARY
AND SECONDARY

Pre-primary, primary and secondary education
enrolment targets for 2030 will be measured at
country level against the official net enrolment
reported for host communities.** UNHCR will provide
ministries of education at national and/or district
levels with data and/or data analyses disaggregated
by age and gender to facilitate improved monitoring
of progress towards parity for girls and young women


https://au.int/en/agenda2063
https://au.int/en/agenda2063
https://edu-au.org/strategies/cesa
https://edu-au.org/strategies/cesa
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/FIELD/Nairobi/nairobideclarationenwebsite.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/FIELD/Nairobi/nairobideclarationenwebsite.pdf
https://www.abidjanprinciples.org/
https://www.abidjanprinciples.org/
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/FIELD/Santiago/pdf/Declaracion-de-Buenos-Aires-ES-2017.pdf
https://igad.int/attachments/article/1725/Djibouti%20Declaration%20on%20Refugee%20Education.pdf
https://igad.int/attachments/article/1725/Djibouti%20Declaration%20on%20Refugee%20Education.pdf
http://education2030-arab-states.org/PDF/7ca99739-99cf-43bd-b9ce-4256539e4dc3_DubaiRoadmap_EN_FINAL_18.05.2017.pdf
http://education2030-arab-states.org/PDF/7ca99739-99cf-43bd-b9ce-4256539e4dc3_DubaiRoadmap_EN_FINAL_18.05.2017.pdf
http://unipd-centrodirittiumani.it/public/docs/the_strasbourg_declaration_on_roma.pdf
http://unipd-centrodirittiumani.it/public/docs/the_strasbourg_declaration_on_roma.pdf
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000366394?posInSet=1&queryId=f00bbeb5-caf0-495d-9782-e4caad1e9e0f
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000366394?posInSet=1&queryId=f00bbeb5-caf0-495d-9782-e4caad1e9e0f
https://www.unhcr.org/ibelong-campaign-to-end-statelessness.html

across education cycles. UNHCR will also provide
data on children and youth with disabilities, and as
data commitments made by global consortia begin to
bear fruit,*> support improved access for all students
with disabilities, and equitable access for refugees
with disabilities.

A country-by-country approach will allow partners
and UNHCR to track meaningful trends in specific
countries and regions for refugee populations whose
numbers have been shifting dramatically in recent
years. It will also draw concentrated attention to the
contexts with the greatest needs, as global averages
tend to dull the sharpest disparities. In each country
where UNHCR is present, it will strive to ensure

that refugee and host community children and

youth receive equitable access according to national
standards, and progressively greater access over time.
UNHCR will also leverage its working relationships
with the Global Partnership for Education, the World
Bank and multilateral development banks, sister
agencies and others to influence assessment, planning
and implementation of education programming.

This will address the specific needs of both refugee
and host communities in resource-restricted
environments.

Country-level targets will give stakeholders the
opportunity to objectively monitor progress and
address enrolment gaps in the framework of national
education sector plans. These enrolment targets
should be calculated for refugees and, where available
data allows, for IDPs and stateless populations.

TERTIARY

The goal for 2030 is to achieve enrolment of 15%

of college-eligible refugees in tertiary or connected
higher education programmes in host and third
countries. Enrolment of young refugee women should
be on par with that of men. Where conditions evolve
in individual countries and the potential for expanded
access and therefore higher targets become apparent,
UNHCR welcomes an upward adjustment of
expectations.

A Strategy for Refugee Inclusion

THE TERTIARY CHALLENGE

Tertiary education enrolment targets follow a
slightly different logic than those for formal basic
education. Achieving parity or close-to parity
with national higher education enrolment rates
is not realistic by 2030 given the barriers refugee
students face when it comes to higher education.
The primary barrier is the currently limited
number of eligible refugee secondary school
graduates. Additional barriers include:

e low number of higher education institutions
and available places;

e distance to campuses and movement
restrictions;

e low number of students graduating from
secondary school, particularly girls;

e high tuition and fees;
e restrictions on fields of study open to refugees;

e |ack of academic certification required for
admission;

e |ack of reliable power and connectivity for
connected higher education programming;

e demands to contribute to family financial
sustainability taking priority over higher
education;

o additional barriers that affect female refugee
enrolment disproportionately; and

e additional barriers, compounding those already
present at primary level, faced by youth with
disabilities.

Raising the level of refugee participation in
higher education from 3% to 15% over the next
ten years represents an ambitious but feasible
goal. Given the array of options through which to
expand access to tertiary education - including
in TVET, connected and traditional degree and
diploma programmes, third country scholarships,
education pathways and national inclusion -
increases in each, along with the continued
engagement and commitment of partners and
host countries, will make achieving 15% access
possible.

13


https://www.globalpartnership.org/

UNHCR strongly discourages investment in informal
education?® when it is presented as a substitute

for formal or non-formal education or that doesn’t
provide pathways leading to further accredited
learning. It also discourages any investment in
private education that runs parallel to or in place

of public education or weakens the ability of states
and civil society to assess, plan for and deliver public
education.

SCOPE AND
ALIGNMENT

Refugee Education 2030 applies in all contexts in
which UNHCR works. It reflects an understanding
that the right to education is an enabling right for

14

all children and youth of all ages and abilities and
provides a foundation for protection in current and
future situations. It reflects the distinct legal status
and rights of refugees, asylum seekers, returnees and
stateless people under international laws that guide
UNHCR'’s responses and actions, specifically the
1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees
and the 1954 Convention relating to the Status of
Stateless Persons.* It aligns with core global policy
frameworks'” for education development, including
the Convention on the Rights of the Child* and SDG4.

Refugee Education 2030’s strategic approaches
reflect this key principle of the Global Compact

on Refugees: “to operationalize the principles of
burden- and responsibility-sharing to better protect
and assist refugees and support host countries and
communities.”

Guided by the fundamental principle of national
system inclusion,? this strategy reaffirms

UNHCR’s commitment to inclusive and equitable
quality education for all, throughout all phases of
displacement, through traditional and innovative
delivery models, and across the full continuum

of formal and non-formal education programme
opportunities. This means programmes supervised
by national authorities: early childhood education,
primary, secondary, tertiary, technical and vocational
education and training (TVET) and non-formal
education that leads to academic or professional
certification. Education for displaced children and
youth and their host communities requires collective
global responsibility. Building from its strong base

in refugee and asylum seeker communities, its role
in facilitating returns when protection conditions
are sufficient, and its duty to represent the needs

of stateless people, UNHCR is responsible for and
committed to strengthening existing education
partnership structures and links among and between
communities, governments, private sector, and
development and humanitarian actors.

REFUGEE EDUCATION 2030

GOALS OF THE GLOBAL
COMPACT ON REFUGEES

Shared global responsibility

Specific acknowledgement that
the protection of refugees and
assistance to host States are a
shared international responsibility.

Whole of society approach

Even stronger partnerships between
host governments including

line ministries, UN Agencies,
development actors, the private
sector, NGOs, financial institutions,
and civil society.

Supporting host countries

Providing them with additional and
predictable humanitarian funding

and development support.

Well-funded emergency responses

Pledge to meet the needs of refugees
and host communities at the start of
emergencies.

Self-reliance

Commitment to include refugees
in national development plans and
invest in the future of refugees and
local communities alike.

Enhancing durable solutions

Commit to wider avenues for
refugees through resettlement and
complementary pathways.




STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
AND APPROACHES

Access to inclusive and equitable quality education

in national systems